
Superintendent’s 

Conference Days 

Augu s t  3 1  &  Sept ember  1 ,  20 17  





August 31, 2017 

Agenda 
 
 

 7:45-8:15  Breakfast: HHS Main Hallway 

 8:15-8:45  District Welcome: Dr. Ralph Marino Jr. 

9:00-10:30  PD- Breakout Session #1 

10:40-12:10  PD- Breakout Session #2 

12:10-1:20 Lunch 

1:20-2:50  PD- Breakout Session #3 



September 1, 2017 

Agenda 

 8:00-9:00 Faculty Meetings (w/ Ch. 408 review)

 9:00-10:00 Room Set Up 

 10:00-11:30 Department/Grade Level Time:   

    SLO’s/Room Set Up 

 11:30-12:30 Lunch 

 12:30-2:00 Department/Grade Level Time:  

    SLO’s/Room Set Up 

 2:00-2:50 Department Meetings 



 
Mathematics and the Google Classroom 
 
Participants will see how they can integrate Google classroom into 21st century mathematics class.  
Functionality includes communications vehicle, assessment tool, provide support materials, supple-
mental to current topics and/or remedial materials, allowing for paperless classroom, collection of 
homework, highlighting exemplary student work, giving quiet students a voice and allowing for 
expanded differentiation. 

Presenters:  Rick Royals       Room: 208  
Session: 1         Max. Enrollment: 30 
 

Google Docs 101 for Elementary Teachers 
 

This hands-on workshop will provide staff with everything they need to get started using Google 
Docs. Through this application, teachers and students can collaborate seamlessly and access infor-
mation anywhere. This workshop is designed for staff who are not yet comfortable using Google 
Docs.   
 

Presenters: Kelly Logan                          Room:  243 
Session: 3                                                                                      Max. Enrollment: 30 
 
Practical Arts  
 
Collegial circle where art teachers will have an opportunity to talk and share about their specific 
genre. The group will be concentrating in the areas of: 

 Adapting current course offerings to meet the needs of the 21st century learner. 
 Creating new course offerings incorporating more technology for the business, manu-

facturing and the art world of today. 
 Exploring new avenues with the use of the I-Pad Pro and stylist. 
 Sharing teaching strategies that work and admitting when they didn’t. 

 
Presenter: Karen Cunningham      Room:  246 
Session: 1-3                                                                                      Max. Enrollment: 10 
 
ENL in the Pre-K Classroom 
 
Prekindergarten helps develop critical vocabulary, oral language, and problem-solving skills.  For 
students who are non-native English speakers, developing these skills can be difficult without ongo-
ing support and enrichment.  This workshop will present strategies to facilitate the acquisition and 
expansion of English language proficiency in the pre-k classroom through the use of hands-on, mul-
ti-sensory activities, learning websites and interactive storytelling.  
 
Presenter:  Carolyn Niederman & Erika Luscher     Room:  125 
Session:  1         Max. Enrollment: 20 
 



High School Mathematics Vertical Articulation Collegial Circle  
 

2017-2018 is the first year that the Common Core Learning Standards will impact PreCalculus.  This 
session will enable teachers of Algebra II and PreCalculus to discuss the changes in curriculum and how 
to best serve the students of the courses. 
 

Presenters:  Dara Addonizio       Room: 208  
Session: 2         Max. Enrollment: 30 
 
Creating Interactive Lessons with Notebook (Beginner)  
 
Make the most of your classroom's IWB technology with our Intro to SMART Notebook course. In 
this course, you will learn the skills to create your own SMART Notebook lessons, including how to 
link your file to the Internet, how to use Notebook's pre-made templates to create lessons with 
ease, and how to import outside presentations and interactive files into your SMART Notebook. 
 
Presenters: Ben from Teq        Room: 239  
Session: 1         Max. Enrollment: 28 
 
Creating Interactive Lessons with Notebook, Smart Amp: Collaborative Workspace (Intermediate)  
 
SMART amp, the newest product offering from SMART Technologies, is a web-based platform de-
signed to connect a variety of different devices to a single collaborative workspace. In this session, 
see how teachers can easily distribute lesson materials to students, conduct formative assess-
ments, and manage student projects, all in real-time. Whether you've just purchased SMART amp, 
or are investigating ways to increase collaboration in your classroom with multiple devices, we're 
excited to share the possibilities of SMART amp with you!  
 
Presenters:  Ben from Teq        Room: 239  
Session: 2         Max. Enrollment: 28 
 
Welcome to the New Smart Flat Panel Board  
 
The SMART Board 6000 series interactive display is considered a new era of classroom collabora-
tion. This product gives teachers and students a premium touch experience, superior collaborative 
features, and 4K Ultra HD resolution. Come join us to learn how the 6000 series provides reliability, 
simplicity, and intuition to help you teach, collaborate and share.  Here we will look at all of the fea-
tures of interactive flat panel display. 
 
Presenters:  Ben from Teq        Room: 239  
Session: 3         Max. Enrollment: 28 
 
 



Infinite Campus Gradebook: Set Up Your Gradebook  
 

This presentation is intended for teachers from Woodmere Middle School and Hewlett High School 
who are unfamiliar with setting up their gradebook at the beginning of the year.  We will walk you 
through the necessary steps needed to set up your Infinite Campus Gradebook. Once set up, your 
gradebook will be ready to use as a daily gradebook and to fill out quarterly progress reports. You 
will learn how to set up categories for inputting of grades (ie. tests, quizzes, projects, participation, 
homework, etc), as well as how to easily add assignments to those categories.  There will be a fo-
cus on utilizing your gradebook as a way to keep better track of students progress and printing 
student reports to strengthen the teacher-parent communication as it pertains to their children’s 
grades.   
 
Presenter:  Dan Devine & Janet Escher                                            Room:  243 
Sessions:  1, 2                                                                                      Max. Enrollment: 28 
  
Bringing Office 365 and Google Integration together with Edmodo 
 
This presentation will explore how to integrate Edmodo as a learning management system with 
Office 365 and/or Google Drive. Edmodo is an educational website that allows you to communi-
cate, connect and collaborate with your students while keeping your online classroom organized. 
An overview of what Edmodo is and how to navigate it will be given as well as tips and tricks to use 
Edmodo as an alternative to Google Classroom.  
  
Presenter: Kristin Muse                                                                                                 Room:  234 
Session: 1                                                                                                                            Max. Enrollment: 30 

 
Seesaw Learning: Student Driven Digital Portfolios and Simple Parent Communication 
 
Seesaw is a student-driven digital portfolio that empowers students of any age to independently 
document what they are learning at school and share it with their teachers, parents, and class-
mates. When students add to Seesaw, content is uploaded, organized by student, and accessible 
from any device.  Teachers can also privately upload content in order to share with connected par-
ents.  This presentation will focus on how to easily and effectively implement this powerful tool 
into an elementary classroom. 
 
Presenter: Nicole Montellese & Krista Mauro                                                   Room:  234 
Session: 2                                                                                                      Max. Enrollment: 30 
 

Makerspace 101 
 
This presentation will introduce the philosophy behind Makerspace and discuss what the benefits 
can be for students.  Ideas for projects and implementation at the elementary level will be shared 
with participants.  Both high tech and low tech Makerspace activities will be discussed.  
 
Presenters: Christine Storz and Heidi Hajart                                                         Room: 101 
Sessions: 1, 2, 3                                                                                                                Max. Enrollment: 20 



How to Integrate Digital Storytelling into the Elementary Curriculum 
 
This presentation will be explaining digital storytelling and how to integrate it into various areas of 
the curriculum.  This innovative way of creating presentations incorporates the use of animations, 
audio, photographs, videos, music and other multimedia elements. In this presentation, we will 
specifically show this using the digital storytelling Website called Buncee.edu. For example, stu-
dents can use the digital canvas of Buncee to publish their writing, create and solve their own 
math word problems, create podcast book reviews and other various projects. Students with spe-
cial needs and English language learners all benefit from the variety of tools Buncee offers. It is al-
so beneficial for educators due to the features created specifically for classrooms. Teachers can set 
up various classrooms, individual student accounts, assign projects, grade and share student 
work.   
 
Presenter : Mary Molinari                                                            Room: 105 
Session: 3                                                                                 Max. Enrollment: 15 
 
Special Education Data Tracking 
 
This presentation will provide teachers with tools and strategies to monitor progress and track da-
ta towards goals identified on Individualized Education Programs. Specific strategies will be shared 
and there will be time for independent practice and application. This workshop is designed for spe-
cifically for special education teachers. 
 
Presenter: Kelly Logan                                                                      Room:  125 
Session: 2                                                                               Max. Enrollment: 20 

 
 

Introduction to Video Conferencing 
 
The presenter, a Program Specialist with the Nassau BOCES Department of Curriculum, Instruction 
& Technology, will provide an overview of videoconferencing opportunities available to educators 
interested in providing their students experiential learning experiences.    The user-friendly tech-
nology will be demonstrated during a real-time connection with a provider of Grades 6-12 content. 
The wide variety of learning opportunities and where to find them as well as basic steps for the 
successful integration of videoconference in the classroom will be discussed. Participants will be 
encouraged to discuss how these technologies may impact their practice and guide future profes-
sional development.  
 
Presenter:  Susan Neale, Program Specialist, Nassau BOCES                      Room:  245 
Sessions:  1, 2                                                                                                        Max. Enrollment: 30 



 
Creating Interactive Presentations using Nearpod 
 
This presentation will introduce the Nearpod app and its incredible usefulness in the classroom. I will 
show how to make any lesson an interactive one by incorporating video, multiple choice, short an-
swer, and fill in the blank questions into a slideshow, along with many of the other features available 
on Nearpod. 
 
Presenter: Gregg Hronec                                                                                            Room:  104 
Session: 3                                                                                                                 Max. Enrollment: 30 
 
Exploration with Videoconferencing to Meet New People and Places 
This presentation will describe how videoconferencing enhances the educational experience by visit-
ing in real time new places, people and topics. Students get to explore, learn and meet other stu-
dents in other parts of the United States. This broadens the student’s education in all content areas 
and opens their minds to new ideas all from their own classroom in Hewlett. There will be a focus on 
the applications used with videoconferencing, the process to set up a videoconference and the expe-
rience the students gain from the videoconference.  
 
Presenter: Christina Beatty                                               Room:  245 
Session: 3                                                                                                            Max. Enrollment: 30 
 

 
Google Classroom: Making Our Classrooms Paperless and Our Students Responsible 
 
This presentation will cover daily use of the Google Classroom interface, how to upload documents 
for students, grade assessments, manage your Google Drive and encourage student interaction in the 
digital interface.  
  
Presenters: Catherine Graf and Susan Hanlon                                               Room:  238 
Sessions: 1, 2                                                                                                                Max. Enrollment: 30 
 
Student Collaboration and Creation with G Suite for Education for Beginner and Intermediate Users 
 
This presentation will discuss innovative ways to foster student collaboration using the G Suite in all 
content areas. Teachers will be able to see collaborative projects that have been conducted using G 
suite and will have the opportunity to create their own projects for the upcoming school year. Pro-
jects featuring Google Classroom, Google Docs, Google Forms, and more will be highlighted and 
shared. Teachers who are new to G suite are encouraged to attend!  
 
Presenter: Kara Fusco                                                                                                Room:  253 
Session: 3                                                                                                                Max. Enrollment: 30 



 
Classroom Teq for Geometry 
 
This 90-minute professional development session will focus on the goals of efficiency, engagement 
and effectiveness for the math teacher in using available classroom technology.  I will present a short 
demo lesson about “Rigid Motions, Transformations” using graphing web sites and SMART Note-
book tools that help students understand and practice the concepts of translated polygons on the 
coordinate plane, the algebra rules involved and predicting image locations.  Teachers will have some 
time to think about and plan a similar lesson using the tools and strategies shown.  Please bring a lap-
top with internet access and SMART Notebook installed for this training session. 
 
Presenter: TEQ                                                                                                  Room:  123 
Session: 1                                                                                                                Max. Enrollment: 30 
 
Classroom Teq for Algebra 1 
 
This 90-minute professional development session will focus on the goals of efficiency, engagement 
and effectiveness for the math teacher in using available classroom technology.  I will present a short 
demo lesson about “Sequences and Functions” using graphing web sites and SMART Notebook tools 
that help students understand and practice the concepts of arithmetic sequences, finding unknown 
terms, and how this relates to linear functions on the coordinate plane.  Teachers will have some time 
to think about and plan a similar lesson using the tools and strategies shown.  Please bring a laptop 
with internet access and SMART Notebook installed for this training session. 
 
Presenter: TEQ                                                                                      Room:  123 
Session: 2                                                                                                                Max. Enrollment: 30 
 
Classroom Teq for Algebra 2 / PreCalc 
 
This 90-minute professional development session will focus on the goals of efficiency, engagement 
and effectiveness for the math teacher in using available classroom technology.  I will present a short 
demo lesson about “Graphing Polynomials by Behaviors” using graphing web sites and SMART Note-
book tools that help students understand and practice the concepts of determining end behavior, 
finding intercepts and turning points, and locating relative minima and maxima.  Teachers will have 
some time to think about and plan a similar lesson using the tools and strategies shown.  Please bring 
a laptop with internet access and SMART Notebook installed for this training session. 
 
Presenter: TEQ                                                                                                  Room:  123 
Session: 3                                                                                                                Max. Enrollment: 30 



 

Classroom Management: Making Decisions with Safety, Health, and Wellness in Mind 

This presentation will explore non-verbal and verbal intervention techniques that assist teachers in 

redirecting student behavior with minimal disruption to the academic environment.  There will be a 

focus on utilizing techniques that allow students to take responsibility for their own behavior while 

preserving and strengthening the teacher-student relationship.  Specific strategies will be shared 

that allow us to model the ethical and empathic behaviors we want our students to emulate. 

Presenter:  Dr. Mark Secaur                                                                      Room:  207 
Session: 2                                                                                  Max. Enrollment: 30 
 
Geometry Collegial Circle 
 
Common Core has transformed what Geometry is.  Participants will discuss these changes and col-
laborate on ways to challenge the students so they are successful.   
 
Presenter:  TBD       Room:  212 
Session: 2                                                                                  Max. Enrollment: 30 
 
Nearpod in the Secondary Math Classroom 

This session will focus on implementing Nearpod activities in secondary mathematics classes. 
There will be a brief tutorial of the website with suggestions of use and then time will be given to 
the teachers for exploration.  The facilitator will assist teachers in finding the best use for Nearpod 
in their classrooms.  
 
Presenter: Dr. Kim Mattes                                                                   Room:  208 
Session: 3                                                                                 Max. Enrollment: 30 
 
Making the Most of Co-teaching 
 
Co-teaching is a model that emphasizes collaboration and communication among all members of a 
team to meet the needs of all students, but especially between the two teachers working together 
in the room. Co-taught inclusion classes can look very different depending on how the model is im-
plemented, and how the two teachers work together.  Building chemistry between the co-teachers 
is one of the most valuable and challenging elements in successful co-teaching. Engaging in the 
complex act of teaching with someone else is complicated. This workshop will focus on ways to 
foster excellent co-teaching relationships which will provide a rich learning environment for all stu-
dents.  Target Audience: Teachers scheduled to work in co-teaching classrooms (Special Education 
Teachers, ESOL Teachers and Classroom Teachers) 
 
Presenters:  Melanie Goetchius and Debbie Habshoosh  Room:  212 
Session: 1                                                                                 Max. Enrollment: 30 
 

 

 



 
 

Introduction to the Outdoor Environmental Center (OEC) 
 

This session is being presented for educators who have yet to utilize the amazing resource located 
at the middle school.  The interdisciplinary connections are endless!  The topics will include a discus-
sion of past  projects and initiatives; the OEC website;  a tour of the physical space including the 
greenhouse and courtyard; a discussion of hydroponics, aquaponics, vermicomposting, carnivorous 
bogs, and plant biodiversity; and an overview of the pond, bird and butterfly garden, and pumpkin 
patch.   
 

Presenter: Ken Mossey, Ed.D.  & Theresa Kearney               Room: OEC (WMS) 
Session: 1           Max enrollment: 20 
 
Advanced Curriculum for the Outdoor Environmental Center (OEC) 
 
This workshop will be designed as a collegial circle meant to enhance the current curriculum pro-
jects utilizing the OEC.  The goal of the collegial circle will be to enhance current projects, develop 
supplementary materials necessary to aid in the completion of current projects, and to brainstorm 
new projects that can be implemented in the upcoming school year.    This workshop is meant for 
WMS teachers that have already utilized the OEC. 
 
Presenter: Ken Mossey, Ed.D.  & Theresa Kearney               Room: OEC (WMS) 
Session: 2           Max enrollment: 20 
 
Heartsaver® CPR/AED Instructor Certification 
 
Heartsaver® CPR AED is a video-based, instructor-led course that teaches adult and child CPR and 
AED use, infant CPR, and how to relieve choking in adults, children, and infants. This course teaches 
skills with the AHA’s research-proven practice-while-watching technique, which allows instructors to 
observe the students, provide feedback, and guide the students’ learning of skills. This course is 
mandatory for teachers of elementary physical education. 
 
Presenter: Long Island Rescue      Room: Yoga room/HHS 
Session: 1- 3         Max enrollment: 10 
 
The Digital Classroom 

In this presentation, teachers will discover how to transform their current pedagogy into student-
led instruction for the digital age. Teachers will learn how to utilize multiple applications, increasing 
student participation and understanding. Nearpod, Flipgrid, and Smart Amp are some of the digital 
teaching tools to be covered. 
 

Presenter: Annie Kalker & Melissa Lubomski                                                      Room: 238 
Session: 3                                                                                                              Max. Enrollment: 30 
  
        



 

 
Beyond Google Classroom: Extensions for Student Success- Universal Design  
 

Build your Google toolkit through the exploration of Google Extensions, Add-Ons, and Apps de-
signed for embracing diverse learners. 
In-depth exploration of the Extensions, Add-Ons, and Apps below and more! 

·       Read&Write for Google Chrome a literacy software which provides tools for text-to-
speech, speech-to-text, note taking, word prediction, and more! 

·       Snapverter for Google Chrome transforms print material and inaccessible digital files into 
readable files through optical character recognition (OCR)! 

·       g(Math) for Google Docs to create equations and graphs within your documents! 
·       Kami gives users the power to write on PDF Documents! 
·       Google Forms test/ quiz creations!  

Participants are welcome to bring electronic materials to create accessible documents. 
 

Presenters:  Dr. Jodi Allison Mishkin-Michaelson     Room: LC 11   
Sessions: 1, 3         Max. Enrollment: 30 
 
 

Kurzweil 3000 & Firefly Experience (Intermediate) 
 
New to Kurzweil 3000 or Firefly or just need a Kurzweil 3000 & Firefly refresher? Review this robust 
software commonly used to help people who have reading disabilities struggle reading the printed 
word, students who have difficulties with their handwriting, and students who have difficulties learn-
ing. The Kurzweil 3000 and Firefly program helps to bridge the gap between learning goals and read-
ing abilities and offers independent access to the curriculum by providing an environment for imple-
menting learning strategies. This workshop will review the utilization of the software including read-
ing and reference tools, accessible text for students with documented print disabilities, study skills, 
test-taking strategies, writing supports, scanning basics, and inputting of text and voice notes. Par-
ticipants welcome to bring materials create accessible documents. 
 
Presenters:  Dr. Jodi Allison Mishkin-Michaelson     Room: LC 11   
Session: 2         Max. Enrollment: 30 
 
  
Special Education Law 

This presentation will focus on a discussion of recent legal decisions regarding students with disabili-

ties. Specific examples of cases will be provided and discussed. Participants will learn how these criti-

cal decisions impact the teaching and learning environment for students with disabilities. 

Presenter: Debbie Lo Verde       Room: Little Theater 
Sessions: 1, 2         Max Enrollment: 30 
 
 



Making Planning Easy with Planbook.com 
 
In this workshop, we will teach you everything you need to know to use Planbook.com  You 
will set up your digital plan book during the workshop and be all set to start the year.  With 
Planbook.com, you can access your plan book from any internet accessible device, print, save 
and email plans with ease, share your plans with other teachers, and attach files to lessons. We 
will show you how to do all of these things as well as move, change, and edit your plans with 
just a click.  
 
Presenter: Jaime Harrington       Room: 249 
Session: 1, 2         Max. Enrollment: 30 
 
Castle Learning: Level One 
 
Castle Learning® is an online platform that provides instant access to over 135,000 course 
questions to support teachers in class and test preparation.  Castle Learning® also provides 
content review and skill assessment activities for Math, Science, Social Studies, and Language 
Arts.  Instant feedback and progress reports  pinpoint a student's strengths and weaknesses. 
Teachers can monitor their students' use of Castle Learning® and even assign sessions tailored 
to their individual needs. Castle Learning® is easily accessible from school, library - even at 
home - wherever an Internet-connected computer is available. Participants will participate in a 
hands-on workshop for beginners or teachers trained previously but need a refresher. 
 
Presenter: Staff Developer from  Castle Learning    Room: 127 
Session: 1         Max Enrollment: 20 
 
Castle Learning: Level Two 
 
Participants will participate in a hands-on workshop for teachers experienced using Castle 
Learning ®with students (see above). 
 
Presenter: Staff Developer from  Castle Learning    Room: 127 
Sessions: 2, 3         Max Enrollment: 20 
 
Dissecting the IEP 
 
This workshop will cover the nuts and bolts of how to read and understand the IEP contents 
(criteria, management needs, standardized testing, SPAM, goals, extended school year criteria, 
accommodations).   MANDATED for  newly hired Special Education TA’s 
 
Presenter: Tina Smith, Ed. D.       Room: Little Theater 
Session: 3         Max Enrollment: 30 



 

Dynamic Differentiation 
 

Participants will learn to leverage the individual learning styles of the students in their classroom 
to create dynamic differentiated instruction that is both appropriate and engaging. Through the 
use of technology, leveled passages, and formative assessments, all participations will leave 
with new tools on how to design lessons, and differentiate classroom materials, based on stu-
dents’ learning styles, group students by shared interest or ability for assignments, and also as-
sess students’ learning using formative assessment. 

 

Presenter: Madelin LoBue & Annie Warren     Room: 212 
Session: 3         Max. Enrollment: 30 
 

Come Sail Away: Integrating the Curriculum Through Scientific Inquiry and Engineering Design 
 
Set “sail” for an interactive, hands-on workshop that will have you engaged in an engineering 
design project that integrates the curriculum. Discover how to use inquiry and design focused 
instruction to transform your curriculum and lesson plans into integrated, authentic learning ex-
periences that promote critical thinking, communication, collaboration, and creativity.  Two 
main science investigations will be reviewed and discussed.  A science research project involving 
the growth of radishes in an elementary classroom will be highlighted.  The participants will act 
as students to build and design a wind sail that reviews "needs and wants" while addressing the 
concept of engineering.  Several other ideas will be shared that the teachers can make their 
own. 
 

Presenters: Jeanine Doxsee & Brian Terry                                              Room:  209 
Session: 2                                             Max. Enrollment: 30 
 
Microsoft Office and Outlook 365  
 
Office 365 is a place to create, communicate, collaborate, and get great work done.   The Office 365 
Suite is the cloud-version of Microsoft Office.  In the District, you will have access to Office 2016 
and to Office 365.  Come and learn about the new features that are available in Office 2016 and 
what is included in 365.  Office 365 accounts will be available for all staff members and for high 
school students.  
 
Presenter:  Matthew Thaxter (Teq)      Room:  109 
Session:  1,2,3         Max. Enrollment: 30 
 
TERC Kindergarten Workshop 
 
In order to support the implementation of the new elementary math program, TERC Investiga-
tions 3, a consultant will meet with each grade-level to examine the structure of a lesson and 
the investigations within Unit 1. 
 
Presenter: TERC Consultant       Room: 106 
Session: 3         Max. Enrollment: 30  



 
    
TERC First Grade Workshop 
 
In order to support the implementation of the new elementary math program, TERC Investiga-
tions 3, a consultant will meet with each grade-level to examine the structure of a lesson and 
the investigations within Unit 1. 
 
Presenter: TERC Consultant       Room: 107 
Session: 3         Max. Enrollment: 30  
 
TERC Second Grade Workshop 
 
In order to support the implementation of the new elementary math program, TERC Investiga-
tions 3, a consultant will meet with each grade-level to examine the structure of a lesson and 
the investigations within Unit 1. 
 
Presenter: TERC Consultant       Room: 106 
Session:  1         Max. Enrollment: 30  
 
TERC Third Grade Workshop 
 
In order to support the implementation of the new elementary math program, TERC Investiga-
tions 3, a consultant will meet with each grade-level to examine the structure of a lesson and 
the investigations within Unit 1. 
 
Presenter: TERC Consultant       Room: 107 
Session: 1          Max. Enrollment: 30  
 
TERC Fourth Grade Workshop 
 
In order to support the implementation of the new elementary math program, TERC Investiga-
tions 3, a consultant will meet with each grade-level to examine the structure of a lesson and 
the investigations within Unit 1. 
 
Presenter: TERC Consultant       Room: 106 
Session:  2         Max. Enrollment: 30 
 
TERC Fifth Grade Workshop 
 
In order to support the implementation of the new elementary math program, TERC Investiga-
tions 3, a consultant will meet with each grade-level to examine the structure of a lesson and 
the investigations within Unit 1. 
 
Presenter: TERC Consultant       Room: 107 
Session:  2         Max. Enrollment: 30  
  



Poetic Possibilities 
 
Research has shown that poetry can promote literacy, provide an emotional outlet and build a 
sense of community. However, students sometimes have difficulty generating ideas to produce 
poems. This workshop will describe various learning station that were designed to help students 
to find topics that inspired them. These activities allowed all students at all levels to produce po-
ems that were meaningful. Facilitators will demonstrate the stations and explain how scaffolding 
was incorporated into each of the activities so that all students met with success. A portion of 
this workshop will be dedicated to sharing ideas about how to effectively engage students in the 
writing of poetry.   Target Audience: Teachers of English Language Arts, Special Education Teach-
ers and ESOL Teachers 
 
Presenters: Erin Canepa and Caitlin Rubin     Room: 230 
Session:  1         Max. Enrollment: 30  
 
Using EDpuzzle and Google Sites to Increase Student Engagement  
 
This workshop will introduce participants to EDpuzzle and Google Sites, two programs that could 
be used in all content area classes. EDpuzzle allows teacher to embed questions in educational 
videos. Google Sites helps students design their own website. Teachers will give step by step di-
rections on how to use the programs and will share ways they used these programs in their class. 
In addition, they will describe how use of these programs increased student motivation and en-
gagement. Time will be allocated for participants to explore the programs. Participants may want 
to bring lesson or unit ideas in order to incorporate these programs into their instruction.  
 
Presenter: Maria Papazis and Lori Valdez      Room: 230 
Session:  2         Max. Enrollment: 30  
 
Beyond the Five Paragraph Essay 
We encourage students to select books that they enjoy to read independently. However, teach-
ers sometimes have difficulty assessing students in this area. This workshop will highlight some 
creative ways to assess students’ understanding of independent or summer reading books. These 
activities are designed to engage students and provide teachers with an easy way to hold stu-
dents accountable for reading. Some of these activities can also be used with class novels. A por-
tion of this workshop will be dedicated to a collegial discussion about reading projects. If you 
have interesting projects that you would like to share, please bring them with you.  Target Audi-
ence: Teachers of English Language Arts, Reading Specialists, ESOL Teachers, Special Education 
Teachers and Library Media Specialists 
 
Presenters: Stacy Mauriello and Leah Shiflet    Room: 230 
Session:  3         Max. Enrollment: 30  
 
 
 
 



        
 
Explicit Strategy Instruction for Early Readers 
 

This workshop will focus on direct instruction of reading strategies for the early/beginning reader.  We 
will cover current TC charts and post its, book introductions, decoding strategies, word work, and 
how to target students in the classroom setting.  Sample texts will be used to demonstrate the above 
skills.  Questions are welcome.  Handouts will be provided. Target Audience: Reading TA’s, Classroom 
Aides, and any teachers who are interested in early reading strategy instruction 
 

Presenters: Halley Manyin and Jacqueline Wachsman   Room: 241 
Session:  2         Max. Enrollment: 30  
 

Orchestral Studies  
 

Collegial circle where music teachers will have an opportunity to talk and share about their specific 
genre. The group will be concentrating in the areas of: 

 Sharing ideas the keep the strings in tune 
 Lesson development 
 Teaching “What, When” 
 Basic classroom procedures 
 How do we keep students playing their instruments? 

 

Presenter: Andrew Fund       Room:  Orchestra Room 
Session: 1-3                                                                                      Max. Enrollment: 10 
 

Band Studies 
 

Collegial circle where music teachers will have an opportunity to talk and share about their specific 
genre. The group will be concentrating in the areas of: 

 Keeping instruments intact and healthy 
 Building a group from the bottom up 
 How to balance instrumentation 
 Using Gordon Data to enhance your ensembles strengths and limiting its weaknesses. 
 Basic classroom procedures we over look. 

 

Presenter: James Dragovich       Room:  Band Room 
Session: 1-3                                                                                      Max. Enrollment: 10 
 

Choral Studies 
 

Collegial circle where music teachers will have an opportunity to talk and share about their specific 
genre. The group will be concentrating in the areas of: 

 Who should be singing? 
 What groups make it easy to teach and what groups make it harder and WHY? 
 Using Gordon Data to enhance your ensembles strengths and limiting its weaknesses. 
 We don’t have lessons, why, can this be corrected or overcome? 
 The musical language, “How do you say”? 
 Picking music, is there a procedure or method? 
 The things that MUST happen in a rehearsal. 

 

Presenter: Eric Williams       Room:  Chorus Room 
Session: 1-3                                                                                      Max. Enrollment: 10 



Unpacking TERC Investigations: Kindergarten 
 

This presentation will allow teachers and teacher assistants the opportunity to examine and discuss 
recent curriculum written to support the elementary mathematics program: TERC Investigations.   
 
Presenters:  Teachers        Room:  104 
Session:  1         Max. Enrollment: 30 
 
Unpacking TERC Investigations: 1st Grade 
 

This presentation will allow teachers and teacher assistants the opportunity to examine and discuss 
recent curriculum written to support the elementary mathematics program: TERC Investigations.   
 
Presenters:  Teachers        Room:  207 
Session:  1         Max. Enrollment: 30 
 
Unpacking TERC Investigations: 2nd Grade 
 

This presentation will allow teachers and teacher assistants the opportunity to examine and discuss 
recent curriculum written to support the elementary mathematics program: TERC Investigations.   
 
Presenters:  Teachers        Room:  104 
Session: 2         Max. Enrollment: 30 
 
Unpacking TERC Investigations: 3rd Grade 
 

This presentation will allow teachers and teacher assistants the opportunity to examine and discuss 
recent curriculum written to support the elementary mathematics program:  TERC Investigations.   
 
Presenters:  Teachers        Room:  105 
Session: 2         Max. Enrollment: 30 
 
Unpacking TERC Investigations: 4th Grade 
 

This presentation will allow teachers and teacher assistants the opportunity to examine and discuss 
recent curriculum written to support the elementary mathematics program:  TERC Investigations.   
 
Presenters:  Teachers        Room:  105 
Session: 1         Max. Enrollment: 30 
 
Unpacking TERC Investigations: 5th Grade 
 

This presentation will allow teachers and teacher assistants the opportunity to examine and discuss 
recent curriculum written to support the elementary mathematics program: TERC Investigations.   
 
Presenters:  Teachers       Room:  209 
Session: 1         Max. Enrollment: 30 



Maximizing Student Opportunities in English and World Languages:  The NYS Seal of Biliteracy 

Beginning with the 2017-2018 school year, the Hewlett-Woodmere Public Schools will afford high 
school students the opportunity to obtain a Seal of Biliteracy on their diplomas upon graduation. 
This seal recognizes bilingualism in English and a world language and requires a collaborative effort 
on the part of the English and World Languages department.  This workshop will be an opportunity 
to learn more about the Seal of Biliteracy and the process by which students can earn the seal.  

Presenter:  Alba Gallegos       Room:  207 
Session:  3         Max. Enrollment: 25 
 

Reading Eggs Webinar 
 
Reading teachers at the elementary schools are using an online program, Reading Eggs. This Webi-
nar will introduce teachers to new features recently added to the program. Additionally, the webi-
nar will provide an overview of the teacher dashboard and provide step by step directions on how 
to access particular student reports. This will allow teachers to use data more effectively.   Target 
Audience- Reading Teachers, Elementary ESOL Teachers, Elementary Special Education Teachers 
 
Presenter:  Maggie Schroeder       Room:  234 
Session:  3         Max. Enrollment: 30 
 
Science Fairs at the Middle School Level 
 
This presentation will give teachers of science in grades 3-6 an opportunity to show and discuss 
what we want science fairs on the upper elementary level to be.  The presenters will share and dis-
cuss the topics, research, and entire fair process involved at the middle school level.  The green-
house and outdoor education center will be utilized to show the hands on aspects that keep us up 
to date with the next generation standards, and make the middle school science fair fun and au-
thentic. 
  
Presenters: E. McHugh, D. DeRafael, M. Lynch, K. Muse                        Room:  OEC at WMS 
Session: 3                                                                                                               Max. Enrollment: 20 
 
Virtual Physics Labs:  Using programs on student laptops for laboratory assignments 
 
During this presentation each participant will have the opportunity to share virtual labs.  We will 
explore different sources for the lab programs.  We will look at actual labs and discuss if they were 
successful or not.  Each attendant should come with at least one computer based lab they have 
done to discuss the pros and cons.  
 
Presenter: Lance Shiflet                                                                                    Room: 241 
Session: 1         Max. Enrollment: 20 



 
Navigating 5th Grade Science Departmentalization  
 
This session will provide the participants an opportunity to explore the FOSS kits and 5th grade science 
curriculum with their 5th colleagues from Hewlett and Ogden Elementary Schools.  Best practices and 
favorite lessons will be shared.  
 
Presenter:  Dr. Brian Terry       Room:  209 
Session:  3         Max. Enrollment: 10 
 

Engaging Secondary Science Students in Argumentation  
 
New York State’s new science standards require teachers to create situations that enable students 
to interpret the practices of explanation and argumentation as something they can do to construct 
knowledge.  The participants will explore how the process of scientific argumentation can be suc-
cessfully implemented into your units.  
 
Presenter:  Dr. Helen Pashley      Room:  219 
Session:  1         Max. Enrollment: 30 
 
3 Dimensional Teaching and Learning (Secondary Science) 
 
The recently adopted science standards in New York State outlines what it means to be proficient 
in science.  The standards establish a view of science as both a body of knowledge and an evidence-
based, model and theory building enterprise that continually extends, refines, and revises 
knowledge. There are three dimensions that were combined to form each standard: 1) practices 2) 
cross cutting concepts 3) disciplinary core ideas.  The participants will explore how to teach in 
“3D”.  
 
Presenter:  Dr. Helen Pashley      Room:  219 
Session:  2         Max. Enrollment: 30 
 
Incorporating Engineering Practices in Secondary Science Labs and Lessons 
 
The goal of engineering is to solve problems. Designing solutions to problems is a systematic pro-
cess that involves defining the problem, then generating, testing, and improving solutions. Come 
find out how to incorporate more engineering practices into your lessons.  
 
Presenter:  Dr. Helen Pashley      Room:  219 
Session:  3         Max. Enrollment: 30 
 



 
Pre-K CLI Engage  e-learning platform/ Mclass Circle Assessment 
 
The Pre-Kindergarten progress monitoring system that has been used for the last 2 years has been 
taken over by this new platform.  As a result, there have been some changes and upgrades.  This 
workshop will provide the opportunity for teachers to navigate the website and demo the new as-
sessment.  We will specifically be looking at:  

 Flexibility in administration, including choice of measures and timing of assessments 
 Reporting features ,including the accessibility of student and classroom reports 
 Links to Circle activities that target specific skills based on assessment results 
 We will prepare new recording strategies, if necessary.   

 
Presenter:  Lisa Zendel       Room:  125 
Session:  3         Max. Enrollment: 20 
 

Managing Chromebooks in the Classroom with Classroom Orchestrator 
 
Are you planning on using Chromebooks in your classroom this year?  Come and learn about     
Classroom Orchestrator which will allow you to share resources, manage devices and monitor all of 
the devices in your classroom.  You will learn how to use Orchestrator to keep students with devic-
es on task, see who needs attention and who is excelling.   
 
Presenter:  TBD        Room:  247 
Session:  2         Max. Enrollment: 30 
 

Managing Thinkpads in the Classroom with Classroom Orchestrator 
 
Do you want to maximize the potential of the Thinkpads in your classroom? Come and learn about     
Classroom Orchestrator which will allow you to share resources, manage devices and monitor all of 
the devices in your classroom.  You will learn how to use Orchestrator to keep students with devic-
es on task, see who needs attention and who is excelling.    
 
Presenter:  TBD        Room:  247 
Session:  3         Max. Enrollment: 30 
 
 
 



 
Beautiful Me 
 
Beautiful Me is an educational, self-esteem program designed to educate females by promoting 
appreciation for their genuine qualities, accurate self-awareness, and the satisfaction gained by 
helping others.  In recent years, the need for stronger and more effective character education pro-
grams (encompassing the development of self-esteem, self-advocacy, self-confidence, leadership 
of females and the prevention of bullying) has received national attention. The Hance Family Foun-
dation’s Beautiful Me program strives to accomplish the goals set forth by our state legislatures 
and educational departments, as well as other thoughtful leaders.  We offer a 90-minute Beautiful 
Me Teacher Training seminar for any interested educators and mental health professionals. We ad-
minister our program in three 1-hour sessions by a qualified teacher and/or mental health profes-
sional. Research states that a person with a healthy self-esteem is more resilient, is able to tackle 
new and greater challenges, and accepts responsibility for one’s own thoughts and actions. These 
traits make women better friends, better daughters, better colleagues and better for themselves. 
 
Presenter:  Hance Family Foundation     Room:  241 
Session:  3         Max. Enrollment: 30 
 
Getting Started with G Suite for Education 
  
An introductory presentation on all aspects related to G-Suite including Google Docs, Google 
Sheets, Google Classroom, and Google Drive. Teachers will have an opportunity to become accli-
mated to the G-Suite user interface and develop basic comfortability in both navigating and utiliz-
ing its many features. Time will be reserved toward the end of the presentation for teachers to be 
able to experiment on their own and ask questions about how to adapt the functionality of the G-
Suite products for use in their curriculum. 
  
Presenter:    Anthony Santanastaso                        Room:  253 
Session:     1                                   Max. Enrollment: 28 
 
Google Classroom; Start to Finish 
 
Google Classroom makes it easy for learners and instructors to connect inside and outside of 
schools. This presentation will show teachers how to setup their Google Classroom and use it to 
communicate lessons and other important information to their students throughout the year. 
Nearly all aspects of its functionality will be discussed allowing teachers the ability to determine the 
exact level of involvement they wish for it to take as part of their course curriculum. A basic level of 
knowledge about Google Classroom and G-Suite for Education is most helpful but not required as a 
prerequisite to this presentation. 
 
Presenter:    Anthony Santanastaso                        Room:  253 
Session:     2                                   Max. Enrollment: 28 
 


